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Each exam is equally 
weighted

English Language

Paper 1: Explorations in creative 
reading and writing

(1 hour 45 minutes)
Section A (50%):
• Read one extract of fiction, from 

either the 20th or 21st century.
• 4 questions which build up in 

difficulty
Section B (50%):
• Descriptive or narrative writing.

Paper 2: Writers’ viewpoints and 
perspectives

(1 hour 45 minutes)
Section A (50%):
• Read two extracts, one non-fiction and 

one literary non-fiction. One will be 
from the 19th century, the other from 
the 20th or 21st.

• 4 questions which build up in 
difficulty.

Section B (50%): 
• Writing to present a viewpoint.

Fiction
Non-fiction

Be Determined



Spoken Language 

Assessment

English Language

• It is a requirement from all exam boards that students must
complete a Spoken Language assessment.

• This is a presentation that students need to deliver to an 
audience (their classmates).

• It assesses their ability to communicate clearly and 
appropriately, to listen to and respond to questions and to use 
Standard English.

• It is assessed by the classroom teacher and moderated by the 
exam board.

Be Brave



What skills are being assessed?

Reading Assessment Objectives
• Identify and interpret information 

and ideas from a text.
• Analyse how writers use language 

and structure to achieve effects and 
influence readers. 

• Compare writers’ ideas and 
perspectives. 

• Evaluate texts critically.

Writing Assessment Objectives
• Communicate clearly, effectively and 

imaginatively.
• Organise information and ideas 

effectively.
• Use a range of vocabulary and 

sentence structures for clarity, 
purpose and effect.

• Accurate spelling and punctuation.

English Language

Be Supportive



Be Proud

Paper 1: Shakespeare and 19th

Century Fiction

(1 hour 45 minutes)

Section A:
Macbeth - essay question

Section B:
Frankenstein – essay question

Paper 2: Modern Drama & Poetry
(2 hours 15 minutes)

Section A:
An Inspector Calls – essay

Section B: 
Poetry Anthology – Power and Conflict

Section C:
Unseen Poetry

40% 60%



Aim High

Students will need 
their own copy of 

these texts



Be Determined

What skills are being assessed?

AO1: Read, understand and respond to texts, using textual references for 
support.

AO2: Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to 
create meanings and effects.

AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the 
contexts in which they were written.



Useful Resources

Be Brave

Class resources:
Powerpoints from lessons, 
chapter by chapter 
summaries etc.



Useful Resources

Be Brave

Lit charts:
Great for summarising 
plot, characters and 
themes. Promotes higher 
level discussion about 
texts.



Useful Resources

Be Brave

Wider reading:
Range of articles to help 
students to develop their 
wider knowledge of a text.



Be Supportive

Revision Guides



Be Supportive

Support

smann@penistone-gs.uk


